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APPENDIX A

1. The First Amendment to the United States Con-

stitution provides:

Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment
of religion, or prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or
abridging the freedom of speech or of the press, or the right
of the people peaceably to assemble, and to petition the
Government for a redress of grievances.

2. Section 4 of Title 4 of the United States Code

provides:

§ 4. Pledge of allegiance to the flag; manner of de-

livery

The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag: “I pledge allegiance
to the Flag of the United States of America, and to the
Republic for which it stands, one Nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.”, should be
rendered by standing at attention facing the flag with the
right hand over the heart.  When not in uniform men should
remove their headdress with their right hand and hold it at
the left shoulder, the hand being over the heart.  Persons in
uniform should remain silent, face the flag, and render the
military salute



2a

3. Elk Grove Unified School District’s Policy AR

6115 provides in relevant parts:

Instruction

Ceremonies

Patriotic Observances

Elementary Schools

Each elementary school class recite the pledge of
allegiance to the flag once each day.
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4. Act of Nov. 13, 2002, Pub. L. No. 107-293, 116

Stat. 2057, provides in pertinent part:

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives
of the United States of America in Congress assembled,

SECTION 1.  FINDINGS.

Congress finds the following:

(1) On November 11, 1620, prior to embarking for the
shores of America, the Pilgrims signed the Mayflower
Compact that declared:  “Having undertaken, for the
Glory of God and the advancement of the Christian Faith
and honor of our King and country, a voyage to plant the
first colony in the northern parts of Virginia,”.

(2) On July 4, 1776, America’s Founding Fathers,
after appealing to the “Laws of Nature, and of Nature’s
God” to justify their separation from Great Britain, then
declared:  “We hold these Truths to be self-evident, that
all Men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable Rights, that
among these are Life, Liberty, and the Pursuit of
Happiness”.

(3) In 1781, Thomas Jefferson, the author of the
Declaration of Independence and later the Nation’s third
President, in his work titled “Notes on the State of
Virginia” wrote:  “God who gave us life gave us liberty.
And can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when
we have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in
the minds of the people that these liberties are of the Gift
of God.  That they are not to be violated but with His
wrath?  Indeed, I tremble for my country when I reflect
that God is just; that his justice cannot sleep forever.”.
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(4) On May 14, 1787, George Washington, as
President of the Constitutional Convention, rose to ad-
monish and exhort the delegates and declared:  “If to
please the people we offer what we ourselves disapprove,
how can we afterward defend our work? Let us raise a
standard to which the wise and the honest can repair; the
event is in the hand of God!”.

(5) On July 21, 1789, on the same day that it
approved the Establishment Clause concerning religion,
the First Congress of the United States also passed the
Northwest Ordinance, providing for a territorial govern-
ment for lands northwest of the Ohio River, which de-
clared:  “Religion, morality, and knowledge, being neces-
sary to good government and the happiness of mankind,
schools and the means of education shall forever be
encouraged.”.

(6) On September 25, 1789, the First Congress un-
animously approved a resolution calling on President
George Washington to proclaim a National Day of
Thanksgiving for the people of the United States by
declaring, “a day of public thanksgiving and prayer, to be
observed by acknowledging, with grateful hearts, the
many signal favors of Almighty God, especially by
affording them an opportunity peaceably to establish a
constitution of government for their safety and
happiness.”.

(7) On November 19, 1863, President Abraham
Lincoln delivered his Gettysburg Address on the site of
the battle and declared:  “It is rather for us to be here
dedicated to the great task remaining before us—that
from these honored dead we take increased devotion to
that cause for which they gave the last full measure of
devotion—that we here highly resolve that these dead
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shall not have died in vain— that this Nation, under God,
shall have a new birth of freedom—and that Government
of the people, by the people, for the people, shall not
perish from the earth.”.

(8) On April 28, 1952, in the decision of the Supreme
Court of the United States in Zorach v. Clauson, 343
U.S. 306 (1952), in which school children were allowed to
be excused from public schools for religious observances
and education, Justice William O. Douglas, in writing for
the Court stated: “The First Amendment, however, does
not say that in every and all respects there shall be a
separation of Church and State.  Rather, it studiously
defines the manner, the specific ways, in which there
shall be no concern or union or dependency one on the
other.  That is the common sense of the matter.
Otherwise the State and religion would be aliens to
each other—hostile, suspicious, and even unfriendly.
Churches could not be required to pay even property
taxes.  Municipalities would not be permitted to render
police or fire protection to religious groups. Policemen
who helped parishioners into their places of worship
would violate the Constitution.  Prayers in our legislative
halls; the appeals to the Almighty in the messages of the
Chief Executive; the proclamations making Thanks-
giving Day a holiday; ‘so help me God’ in our courtroom
oaths—these and all other references to the Almighty
that run through our laws, our public rituals, our
ceremonies would be flouting the First Amendment.  A
fastidious atheist or agnostic could even object to the
supplication with which the Court opens each session:
‘God save the United States and this Honorable Court.’ ”.

(9) On June 15, 1954, Congress passed and President
Eisenhower signed into law a statute that was clearly
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consistent with the text and intent of the Constitution of
the United States, that amended the Pledge of Alle-
giance to read:  “I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America and to the Republic for which
it stands, one Nation under God, indivisible, with liberty
and justice for all.”.

(10) On July 20, 1956, Congress proclaimed that the
national motto of the United States is “In God We
Trust”, and that motto is inscribed above the main door
of the Senate, behind the Chair of the Speaker of the
House of Representatives, and on the currency of the
United States.

(11) On June 17, 1963, in the decision of the Supreme
Court of the United States in Abington School District v.
Schempp, 374 U.S. 203 (1963), in which compulsory
school prayer was held unconstitutional, Justices Gold-
berg and Harlan, concurring in the decision, stated:  “But
untutored devotion to the concept of neutrality can lead
to invocation or approval of results which partake not
simply of that noninterference and noninvolvement with
the religious which the Constitution commands, but of a
brooding and pervasive devotion to the secular and a
passive, or even active, hostility to the religious. Such
results are not only not compelled by the Constitution,
but, it seems to me, are prohibited by it. Neither govern-
ment nor this Court can or should ignore the significance
of the fact that a vast portion of our people believe in and
worship God and that many of our legal, political, and
personal values derive historically from religious teach-
ings.  Government must inevitably take cognizance of the
existence of religion and, indeed, under certain cir-
cumstances the First Amendment may require that it do
so.”.
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(12) On March 5, 1984, in the decision of the Supreme
Court of the United States in Lynch v. Donelly, 465 U.S.
668 (1984), in which a city government’s display of a
nativity scene was held to be constitutional, Chief Justice
Burger, writing for the Court, stated:  “There is an
unbroken history of official acknowledgment by all three
branches of government of the role of religion in
American life from at least 1789  .  .  .  [E]xamples of
reference to our religious heritage are found in the
statutorily prescribed national motto ‘In God We Trust’
(36 U.S.C. 186), which Congress and the President man-
dated for our currency, see (31 U.S.C. 5112(d)(1) (1982
ed.)), and in the language ‘One Nation under God’, as part
of the Pledge of Allegiance to the American flag.  That
pledge is recited by many thousands of public school
children—and adults—every year  .  .  .  Art galleries
supported by public revenues display religious paintings
of the 15th and 16th centuries, predominantly inspired by
one religious faith.  The National Gallery in Washington,
maintained with Government support, for example, has
long exhibited masterpieces with religious messages,
notably the Last Supper, and paintings depicting the
Birth of Christ, the Crucifixion, and the Resurrection,
among many others with explicit Christian themes and
messages.  The very chamber in which oral arguments on
this case were heard is decorated with a notable and
permanent—not seasonal—symbol of religion:  Moses
with the Ten Commandments. Congress has long
provided chapels in the Capitol for religious worship and
meditation.”.

(13) On June 4, 1985, in the decision of the Supreme
Court of the United States in Wallace v. Jaffree, 472 U.S.
38 (1985), in which a mandatory moment of silence to be
used for meditation or voluntary prayer was held uncon-
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stitutional, Justice O’Connor, concurring in the judgment
and addressing the contention that the Court’s holding
would render the Pledge of Allegiance unconstitutional
because Congress amended it in 1954 to add the words
“under God,” stated “In my view, the words ‘under God’
in the Pledge, as codified at (36 U.S.C. 172), serve as an
acknowledgment of religion with ‘the legitimate secular
purposes of solemnizing public occasions, [and] expres-
sing confidence in the future.’ ”.

(14) On November 20, 1992, the United States Court
of Appeals for the 7th Circuit, in Sherman v. Com-
munity Consolidated School District 21, 980 F.2d 437
(7th Cir. 1992), held that a school district’s policy for
voluntary recitation of the Pledge of Allegiance including
the words “under God” was constitutional.

(15) The 9th Circuit Court of Appeals erroneously
held, in Newdow v. U.S. Congress (9th Cir. June 26,
2002), that the Pledge of Allegiance’s use of the ex-
press religious reference “under God” violates the First
Amendment to the Constitution, and that, therefore, a
school district’s policy and practice of teacher-led volun-
tary recitations of the Pledge of Allegiance is unconsti-
tutional.

(16) The erroneous rationale of the 9th Circuit Court
of Appeals in Newdow would lead to the absurd result
that the Constitution’s use of the express religious
reference “Year of our Lord” in Article VII violates the
First Amendment to the Constitution, and that, theref-
ore, a school district’s policy and practice of teacher-led
voluntary recitations of the Constitution itself would be
unconstitutional.
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SEC. 2.  ONE NATION UNDER GOD.

(a) REAFFIRMATION.—Section 4 of title 4, United States
Code, is amended to read as follows:

“§ 4.  Pledge of allegiance to the flag; manner of

delivery

“The Pledge of Allegiance to the Flag:  ‘I pledge
allegiance to the Flag of the United States of America,
and to the Republic for which it stands, one Nation under
God, indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.’, should
be rendered by standing at attention facing the flag with
the right hand over the heart.  When not in uniform men
should remove any non-religious headdress with their
right hand and hold it at the left shoulder, the hand being
over the heart.  Persons in uniform should remain silent,
face the flag, and render the military salute.”.

(b) CODIFICATION.—In codifying this subsection, the
Office of the Law Revision Counsel shall show in the
historical and statutory notes that the 107th Congress
reaffirmed the exact language that has appeared in the
Pledge for decades.

SEC. 3. REAFFIRMING THAT GOD REMAINS IN OUR

MOTTO.

(a) REAFFIRMATION.—Section 302 of title 36, United
States Code, is amended to read as follows:

“§ 302.  National motto

“ ‘In God we trust’ is the national motto.”.

(b) CODIFICATION.—In codifying this subsection, the
Office of the Law Revision Counsel shall make no change in
section 302, title 36, United States Code, but shall show in
the historical and statutory notes that the 107th Congress
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reaffirmed the exact language that has appeared in the
Motto for decades.

Approved November 13, 2002.
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APPENDIX B

SELECTED REFERENCES TO GOD IN

STATE CONSTITUTIONS

Alabama:

Ala. Const. preamble (“We, the people of the State of Ala-
bama, in order to establish justice, insure domestic tran-
quillity, and secure the blessings of liberty to ourselves and
our posterity, invoking the favor and guidance of Almighty
God, do ordain and establish the following Constitution and
form of government for the State of Alabama.”);

Ala. Const. art. I, § 1 (“That all men are equally free and
independent; that they are endowed by their Creator with
certain inalienable rights; that among these are life, liberty
and the pursuit of happiness.”)

Alaska:

Alaska Const. preamble (“We the people of Alaska,
grateful to God and to those who founded our nation and
pioneered this great land, in order to secure and transmit to
succeeding generations our heritage of political, civil, and
religious liberty within the Union of States, do ordain and
establish this constitution for the State of Alaska.”)

Arizona:

Ariz. Const. preamble (“We, the people of the State of Ari-
zona, grateful to Almighty God for our liberties, do ordain
this Constitution.”)

Arkansas:

Ark. Const. preamble (“We, the people of the State of
Arkansas, grateful to Almighty God for the privilege of
choosing our own form of government, for our civil and
religious liberty, and desiring to perpetuate its blessings and
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secure the same to our selves and posterity, do ordain and
establish this Constitution.”);

Ark. Const. art. 2, § 24 (“All men have a natural and
indefeasible right to worship Almighty God according to the
dictates of their own consciences; no man can, of right, be
compelled to attend, erect or support any place of worship;
or to maintain any ministry against his consent.  No human
authority can, in any case or manner whatsoever, control or
interfere with the right of conscience; and no preference
shall ever be given, by law, to any religious establishment,
denomination or mode of worship above any other.”)

California:

Cal. Const. preamble (“We, the People of the State of Cali-
fornia, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, in order to
secure and perpetuate its blessings, do establish this Con-
stitution.”)

Colorado:

Colo. Const. preamble (“We, the people of Colorado, with
profound reverence for the Supreme Ruler of the Universe,
in order to form a more independent and perfect govern-
ment; establish justice; insure tranquility; provide for the
common defense; promote the general welfare and secure
the blessings of liberty to ourselves and our posterity, do
ordain and establish this constitution for the ‘State of
Colorado.’ ”)

Connecticut:

Conn. Const. preamble (“The People of Connecticut
acknowledging with gratitude, the good providence of God,
in having permitted them to enjoy a free government; do, in
order more effectually to define, secure, and perpetuate the
liberties, rights and privileges which they have derived from
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their ancestors; hereby, after a careful consideration and
revision, ordain and establish the following constitution and
form of civil government.”);

Conn. Const. art. 7 (“It being the right of all men to wor-
ship the Supreme Being, the Great Creator and Preserver of
the Universe, and to render that worship in a mode con-
sistent with the dictates of their consciences, no person shall
by law be compelled to join or support, nor be classed or
associated with, any congregation, church or religious
association.  No preference shall be given by law to any
religious society or denomination in the state.  Each shall
have and enjoy the same and equal powers, rights and
privileges, and may support and maintain the ministers or
teachers of its society or denomination, and may build and
repair houses for public worship.”);

Delaware:

Del. Const. preamble (“Through Divine goodness, all men
have by nature the rights of worshiping and serving their
Creator according to the dictates of their consciences, of
enjoying and defending life and liberty, of acquiring and pro-
tecting reputation and property, and in general of obtaining
objects suitable to their condition, without injury by one to
another; and as these rights are essential to their welfare,
for due exercise thereof, power is inherent in them; and
therefore all just authority in the institutions of political
society is derived from the people, and established with their
consent, to advance their happiness; and they may for this
end, as circumstances require, from time to time, alter their
Constitution of government.”)

Florida:

Fla. Const. preamble (“We, the people of the State of
Florida, being grateful to Almighty God for our constitu-
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tional liberty, in order to secure its benefits, perfect our
government, insure domestic tranquility, maintain public
order, and guarantee equal civil and political rights to all, do
ordain and establish this constitution.”)

Georgia:

Ga. Const. preamble (“To perpetuate the principles of free
government, insure justice to all, preserve peace, promote
the interest and happiness of the citizen and of the family,
and transmit to posterity the enjoyment of liberty, we the
people of Georgia, relying upon the protection and guidance
of Almighty God, do ordain and establish this Constitution.”);

Ga. Const. art. 1, § 1, para. 3 (“Each person has the natural
and inalienable right to worship God, each according to the
dictates of that person’s own conscience; and no human
authority should, in any case, control or interfere with such
right of conscience.”)

Hawaii:

Haw. Const. preamble (“We, the people of Hawaii, grate-
ful for Divine Guidance, and mindful of our Hawaiian heri-
tage and uniqueness as an island State, dedicate our efforts
to fulfill the philosophy decreed by the Hawaii State motto,
‘Ua mau ke ea o ka aina i ka pono.’  We reserve the right to
control our destiny, to nurture the integrity of our people
and culture, and to preserve the quality of life that we de-
sire.  We reaffirm our belief in a government of the people,
by the people and for the people, and with an understanding
and compassionate heart toward all the peoples of the earth,
do hereby ordain and establish this constitution for the State
of Hawaii.”)
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Idaho:

Idaho Const. preamble (“We, the people of the State of
Idaho, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, to secure
its blessings and promote our common welfare do establish
this Constitution.”)

Illinois:

Ill. Const. preamble (“We, the People of the State of
Illinois— grateful to Almighty God for the civil, political and
religious liberty which He has permitted us to enjoy and
seeking His blessing upon our endeavors—in order to
provide for the health, safety and welfare of the people;
maintain a representative and orderly government; elimi-
nate poverty and inequality; assure legal, social and eco-
nomic justice; provide opportunity for the fullest develop-
ment of the individual; insure domestic tranquility; provide
for the common defense; and secure the blessings of freedom
and liberty to ourselves and our posterity - do ordain and
establish this Constitution for the State of Illinois.”)

Indiana:

Ind. Const. preamble (“TO THE END, that justice be
established, public order maintained, and liberty perpetu-
ated; WE, the People of the State of Indiana, grateful to
ALMIGHTY GOD for the free exercise of the right to
choose our own form of government, do ordain this Consti-
tution.”);

Ind. Const. art. 1, § 1 (“WE DECLARE, That all people
are created equal; that they are endowed by their
CREATOR with certain inalienable rights; that among these
are life, liberty, and the pursuit of happiness; that all power
is inherent in the People; and that all free governments are,
and of right ought to be, founded on their authority, and
instituted for their peace, safety, and well-being.  For the
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advancement of these ends, the People have, at all times, an
indefeasible right to alter and reform their government.”);

Ind. Const. art. 1, § 2 (“All people shall be secured in the
natural right to worship ALMIGHTY GOD, according to the
dictates of their own consciences.”)

Iowa:

Iowa Const. preamble (“WE THE PEOPLE OF THE
STATE OF IOWA, grateful to the Supreme Being for the
blessings hitherto enjoyed, and feeling our dependence on
Him for a continuation of those blessings, do ordain and
establish a free and independent government, by the name of
the State of Iowa,  *  *  *.”)

Kansas:

Kan. Const. preamble (“We, the people of Kansas, grateful
to Almighty God for our civil and religious privileges, in
order to insure the full enjoyment of our rights as American
citizens, do ordain and establish this constitution of the state
of Kansas  *  *  *.”);

Kan. Const., Bill of Rights, § 7 (“The right to worship God
according to the dictates of conscience shall never be in-
fringed; nor shall any person be compelled to attend or sup-
port any form of worship; nor shall any control of or inter-
ference with the rights of conscience be permitted, nor any
preference be given by law to any religious establishment or
mode of worship.  No religious test or property qualification
shall be required for any office of public trust, nor for any
vote at any elections, nor shall any person be incompetent to
testify on account of religious belief.”)
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Kentucky:

Ky. Const. preamble (“We, the people of the Common-
wealth of Kentucky, grateful to Almighty God for the civil,
political and religious liberties we enjoy, and invoking the
continuance of these blessings, do ordain and establish this
Constitution.”);

Ky. Const., Bill of Rights, § 1 (“All men are, by nature,
free and equal, and have certain inherent and inalienable
rights, among which may be reckoned:  First:  The right of
enjoying and defending their lives and liberties.  Second:
The right of worshipping Almighty God according to the
dictates of their consciences.  *  *  *”)

Louisiana:

La. Const. preamble (“We, the people of Louisiana, grate-
ful to Almighty God for the civil, political, economic, and
religious liberties we enjoy, and desiring to protect individ-
ual rights to life, liberty, and property; afford opportunity
for the fullest development of the individual; assure equality
of rights; promote the health, safety, education, and welfare
of the people; maintain a representative and orderly govern-
ment; ensure domestic tranquility; provide for the common
defense; and secure the blessings of freedom and justice to
ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this
constitution.”)

Maine:

Me. Const. preamble (“We the people of Maine, in order to
establish justice, insure tranquility, provide for our mutual
defense, promote our common welfare, and secure to our-
selves and our posterity the blessings of liberty, acknowl-
edging with grateful hearts the goodness of the Sovereign
Ruler of the Universe in affording us an opportunity, so
favorable to the design; and, imploring God’s aid and direc-
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tion in its accomplishment, do agree to form ourselves into a
free and independent State, by the style and title of the
State of Maine and do ordain and establish the following
Constitution for the government of the same.”);

Me. Const. art. 1, § 3 (“All individuals have a natural and
unalienable right to worship Almighty God according to the
dictates of their own consciences, and no person shall be
hurt, molested or restrained in that person’s liberty or estate
for worshipping God in the manner and season most agree-
able to the dictates of that person’s own conscience, nor for
that person’s religious professions or sentiments, provided
that that person does not disturb the public peace, nor
obstruct others in their religious worship; —and all persons
demeaning themselves peaceably, as good members of the
State, shall be equally under the protection of the laws, and
no subordination nor preference of any one sect or denomi-
nation to another shall ever be established by law, nor shall
any religious test be required as a qualification for any office
or trust, under this State; and all religious societies in this
State, whether incorporate or unincorporate, shall at all
times have the exclusive right of electing their public
teachers, and contracting with them for their support and
maintenance.

Maryland:

Md. Const., Decl. of Rights preamble (“We, the People of
the State of Maryland, grateful to Almighty God for our civil
and religious liberty, and taking into our serious considera-
tion the best means of establishing a good Constitution in
this State for the sure foundation and more permanent
security thereof, declare  *  *  *.”);

Md. Const., Decl. of Rights, art. 36 (“That as it is the duty
of every man to worship God in such manner as he thinks
most acceptable to Him, all persons are equally entitled to
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protection in their religious liberty; wherefore, no person
ought by any law to be molested in his person or estate, on
account of his religious persuasion, or profession, or for his
religious practice, unless, under the color of religion, he shall
disturb the good order, peace or safety of the State, or shall
infringe the laws of morality, or injure others in their
natural, civil or religious rights; nor ought any person to be
compelled to frequent, or maintain, or contribute, unless on
contract, to maintain, any place of worship, or any ministry;
nor shall any person, otherwise competent, be deemed
incompetent as a witness, or juror, on account of his religious
belief; provided, he believes in the existence of God, and that
under His dispensation such person will be held morally
accountable for his acts, and be rewarded or punished there-
for either in this world or in the world to come.  Nothing
shall prohibit or require the making reference to belief in,
reliance upon, or invoking the aid of God or a Supreme Being
in any governmental or public document, proceeding, activ-
ity, ceremony, school, institution, or place.  Nothing in this
article shall constitute an establishment of religion.”)

Massachusetts:

Mass. Const. preamble (“We, therefore, the people of
Massachusetts, acknowledging, with grateful hearts, the
goodness of the great Legislator of the universe, in affording
us, in the course of His providence, an opportunity, deliber-
ately and peaceably, without fraud, violence or surprise, of
entering into an original, explicit, and solemn compact with
each other; and of forming a new constitution of civil gov-
ernment, for ourselves and posterity; and devoutly imploring
His direction in so interesting a design, do agree upon,
ordain and establish the following Declaration of Rights, and
Frame of Government, as the Constitution of the Common-
wealth of Massachusetts.”);
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Mass. Const. pt. 1, art. 2 (“It is the right as well as the
duty of all men in society, publicly, and at stated seasons to
worship the Supreme Being, the great Creator and Pre-
server of the universe.  And no subject shall be hurt,
molested, or restrained, in his person, liberty, or estate, for
worshipping God in the manner and season most agreeable
to the dictates of his own conscience; or for his religious
profession or sentiments; provided he doth not disturb the
public peace, or obstruct others in their religious worship.”);

Mass. Const., arts. of amdt., art. 11 (“As the public wor-
ship of God and instructions in piety, religion and morality,
promote the happiness and prosperity of a people and the
security of a republican government; —therefore, the
several religious societies of this commonwealth, whether
corporate or unincorporate, at any meeting legally warned
and holden for that purpose, shall ever have the right to
elect their pastors or religious teachers, to contract with
them for their support, to raise money for erecting and
repairing houses for public worship, for the maintenance of
religious instruction, and for the payment of necessary
expenses: and all persons belonging to any religious society
shall be taken and held to be members, until they shall file
with the clerk of such society, a written notice, declaring the
dissolution of their membership, and thenceforth shall not be
liable for any grant or contract which may be thereafter
made, or entered into by such society:  —and all religious
sects and denominations, demeaning themselves peaceably,
and as good citizens of the commonwealth, shall be equally
under the protection of the law; and no subordination of any
one sect or denomination to another shall ever be established
by law.”)
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Michigan:

Mich. Const. preamble (“We, the people of the State of
Michigan, grateful to Almighty God for the blessings of free-
dom, and earnestly desiring to secure these blessings un-
diminished to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and
establish this constitution”);

Mich. Const. art. 1, § 4 (“Every person shall be at liberty
to worship God according to the dictates of his own con-
science.  No person shall be compelled to attend, or, against
his consent, to contribute to the erection or support of any
place of religious worship, or to pay tithes, taxes or other
rates for the support of any minister of the gospel or teacher
of religion.  No money shall be appropriated or drawn from
the treasury for the benefit of any religious sect or society,
theological or religious seminary; nor shall property be-
longing to the state be appropriated for any such purpose.
The civil and political rights, privileges and capacities of no
person shall be diminished or enlarged on account of his
religious belief.”)

Minnesota:

Minn. Const. preamble (“We, the people of the state of
Minnesota, grateful to God for our civil and religious liberty,
and desiring to perpetuate its blessings and secure the same
to ourselves and our posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution.”);

Minn. art. 1, § 16 (“The enumeration of rights in this con-
stitution shall not deny or impair others retained by and
inherent in the people.  The right of every man to worship
God according to the dictates of his own conscience shall
never be infringed; nor shall any man be compelled to attend,
erect or support any place of worship, or to maintain any
religious or ecclesiastical ministry, against his consent; nor
shall any control of or interference with the rights of con-
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science be permitted, or any preference be given by law to
any religious establishment or mode of worship; but the
liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so con-
strued as to excuse acts of licentiousness or justify practices
inconsistent with the peace or safety of the state, nor shall
any money be drawn from the treasury for the benefit of any
religious societies or religious or theological seminaries.”)

Mississippi:

Miss. Const. preamble (“We, the people of Mississippi in
convention assembled, grateful to Almighty God, and
invoking his blessing on our work, do ordain and establish
this constitution.”)

Missouri:

Mo. Const. preamble (“We, the people of Missouri, with
profound reverence for the Supreme Ruler of the Universe,
and grateful for His goodness, do establish this Constitution
for the better government of the State.”);

Mo. Const. art. 1, § 5 (“That all men have a natural and
indefeasible right to worship Almighty God according to the
dictates of their own consciences; that no human authority
can control or interfere with the rights of conscience; that no
person shall, on account of his religious persuasion or belief,
be rendered ineligible to any public office or trust or profit in
this state, be disqualified from testifying or serving as a
juror, or be molested in his person or estate; but this section
shall not be construed to excuse acts of licentiousness, nor to
justify practices inconsistent with the good order, peace or
safety of the state, or with the rights of others.”)

Montana:

Mont. Const. preamble (“We the people of Montana grate-
ful to God for the quiet beauty of our state, the grandeur of
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our mountains, the vastness of our rolling plains, and desir-
ing to improve the quality of life, equality of opportunity and
to secure the blessings of liberty for this and future
generations do ordain and establish this constitution.”)

Nebraska:

Neb. Const. preamble (“We, the people, grateful to
Almighty God for our freedom, do ordain and establish the
following declaration of rights and frame of government, as
the Constitution of the State of Nebraska.”);

Neb. Const. art. 1, § 4 (“All persons have a natural and
indefeasible right to worship Almighty God according to the
dictates of their own consciences.  No person shall be com-
pelled to attend, erect or support any place of worship
against his consent, and no preference shall be given by law
to any religious society, nor shall any interference with the
rights of conscience be permitted.  No religious test shall be
required as a qualification for office, nor shall any person be
incompetent to be a witness on account of his religious be-
liefs; but nothing herein shall be construed to dispense with
oaths and affirmations.  Religion, morality, and knowledge,
however, being essential to good government, it shall be the
duty of the Legislature to pass suitable laws to protect every
religious denomination in the peaceable enjoyment of its own
mode of public worship, and to encourage schools and the
means of instruction.”)

Nevada:

Nev. Const. preamble (“We the people of the State of
Nevada Grateful to Almighty God for our freedom in order
to secure its blessings, insure domestic tranquility, and form
a more perfect Government, do establish this Constitution.”);
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New Hampshire:

N.H. Const., Bill of Rights, art. 5 (“Every individual has a
natural and unalienable right to worship God according to
the dictates of his own conscience, and reason; and no subject
shall be hurt, molested, or restrained, in his person, liberty,
or estate, for worshipping God in the manner and season
most agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience; or for
his religious profession, sentiments, or persuasion; provided
he doth not disturb the public peace or disturb others in
their religious worship.”);

New Jersey:

N.J. Const. preamble (“We, the people of the State of New
Jersey, grateful to Almighty God for the civil and religious
liberty which He hath so long permitted us to enjoy, and
looking to Him for a blessing upon our endeavors to secure
and transmit the same unimpaired to succeeding genera-
tions, do ordain and establish this Constitution.”);

N.J. Const. art. 1, § 3 (“No person shall be deprived of the
inestimable privilege of worshipping Almighty God in a
manner agreeable to the dictates of his own conscience; nor
under any pretense whatever be compelled to attend any
place of worship contrary to his faith and judgment; nor shall
any person be obliged to pay tithes, taxes, or other rates for
building or repairing any church or churches, place or places
of worship, or for the maintenance of any minister or mini-
stry, contrary to what he believes to be right or has deliber-
ately and voluntarily engaged to perform.”)

New Mexico:

N.M. Const. preamble (“We, the people of New Mexico,
grateful to Almighty God for the blessings of liberty, in
order to secure the advantages of a state government, do
ordain and establish this constitution.”);
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N.M. Const. art. 2, § 11 (“Every man shall be free to wor-
ship God according to the dictates of his own conscience, and
no person shall ever be molested or denied any civil or politi-
cal right or privilege on account of his religious opinion or
mode of religious worship.  No person shall be required to
attend any place of worship or support any religious sect or
denomination; nor shall any preference be given by law to
any religious denomination or mode of worship.”)

New York:

N.Y. Const. preamble (“We The People of the State of
New York, grateful to Almighty God for our Freedom, in
order to secure its blessings, DO ESTABLISH THIS
CONSTITUTION.”)

North Carolina:

N.C. Const. preamble (“We, the people of the State of
North Carolina, grateful to Almighty God, the Sovereign
Ruler of Nations, for the preservation of the American
Union and the existence of our civil, political and religious
liberties, and acknowledging our dependence upon Him for
the continuance of those blessings to us and our posterity,
do, for the more certain security thereof and for the better
government of this State, ordain and establish this
Constitution.”);

N.C. Const. art. 1, § 1 (“We hold it to be self-evident that
all persons are created equal; that they are endowed by their
Creator with certain inalienable rights; that among these are
life, liberty, the enjoyment of the fruits of their own labor,
and the pursuit of happiness.”);
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North Dakota:

N.D. Const. preamble (“We, the people of North Dakota,
grateful to Almighty God for the blessings of civil and relig-
ious liberty, do ordain and establish this constitution.”)

Ohio:

Ohio Const. preamble (“We, the people of the State of
Ohio, grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, to secure its
blessings and promote our common welfare, do establish this
Constitution.”);

Ohio Const. art. 1, § 7 (“All men have a natural and
indefeasible right to worship Almighty God according to the
dictates of their own conscience.  No person shall be
compelled to attend, erect, or support any place of worship,
or maintain any form of worship, against his consent; and no
preference shall be given, by law, to any religious society;
nor shall any interference with the rights of conscience be
permitted.  No religious test shall be required, as a qualifi-
cation for office, nor shall any person be incompetent to be a
witness on account of his religious belief; but nothing herein
shall be construed to dispense with oaths and affirmations.
Religion, morality, and knowledge, however, being essential
to good government, it shall be the duty of the general
assembly to pass suitable laws to protect every religious
denomination in the peaceable enjoyment of its own mode of
public worship, and to encourage schools and the means of
instruction.”)

Oklahoma:

Okla. Const. preamble (“Invoking the guidance of
Almighty God, in order to secure and perpetuate the
blessing of liberty; to secure just and rightful government; to
promote our mutual welfare and happiness, we, the people of
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the State of Oklahoma, do ordain and establish this Consti-
tution.”)

Oregon:

Or. Const. art. 1, § 2 (“All men shall be secure in the
Natural right, to worship Almighty God according to the
dictates of their own consciences.”)

Pennsylvania:

Pa. Const. preamble (“We, the people of the Common-
wealth of Pennsylvania, grateful to Almighty God for the
blessings of civil and religious liberty, and humbly invoking
His guidance, do ordain and establish this Constitution.”);

Pa. Const. art. 1, § 3 (“All men have a natural and ind-
feasible right to worship Almighty God according to the
dictates of their own consciences; no man can of right be
compelled to attend, erect or support any place of worship or
to maintain any ministry against his consent; no human
authority can, in any case whatever, control or interfere with
the rights of conscience, and no preference shall ever be
given by law to any religious establishments or modes of
worship.”);

Rhode Island:

R.I. Const. preamble (“We, the people of the State of
Rhode Island and Providence Plantations, grateful to
Almighty God for the civil and religious liberty which He
hath so long permitted us to enjoy, and looking to Him for a
blessing upon our endeavors to secure and to transmit the
same, unimpaired, to succeeding generations, do ordain and
establish this Constitution of government.”);

R.I. Const. art. 1, § 3 (“Whereas Almighty God hath
created the mind free; and all attempts to influence it by
temporal punishments or burdens, or by civil incapacitations,
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tend to beget habits of hypocrisy and meanness; and where-
as a principal object of our venerable ancestors, in their
migration to this country and their settlement of this state,
was, as they expressed it, to hold forth a lively experiment
that a flourishing civil state may stand and be best main-
tained with full liberty in religious concernments; we,
therefore, declare that no person shall be compelled to
frequent or to support any religious worship, place, or
ministry whatever, except in fulfillment of such person’s
voluntary contract; nor enforced, restrained, molested, or
burdened in body or goods; nor disqualified from holding any
office; nor otherwise suffer on account of such person’s
religious belief; and that every person shall be free to
worship God according to the dictates of such person’s con-
science, and to profess and by argument to maintain such
person’s opinion in matters of religion; and that the same
shall in no wise diminish, enlarge, or affect the civil capacity
of any person.”);

South Carolina:

S.C. Const. preamble (“We the people of the State of
South Carolina, in convention assembled, grateful to God for
our liberties, do ordain and establish[] this constitution for
the preservation and perpetuation of the same.”);

South Dakota:

S.D. Const. preamble (“We, the people of South Dakota,
grateful to Almighty God for our civil and religious liberties,
in order to form a more perfect and independent govern-
ment, establish justice, insure tranquillity, provide for the
common defense, promote the general welfare and preserve
to ourselves and to our posterity the blessings of liberty, do
ordain and establish this Constitution for the State of South
Dakota.”);
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S.D. Const. art. 6, § 3 (“The right to worship God
according to the dictates of conscience shall never be in-
fringed.  No person shall be denied any civil or political right,
privilege, or position on account of his religious opinions; but
the liberty of conscience hereby secured shall not be so
construed as to excuse licentiousness, the invasion of the
rights of others, or justify practices inconsistent with the
peace or safety of the state.  No person shall be compelled to
attend or support any ministry or place of worship against
his consent nor shall any preference be given by law to any
religious establishment or mode of worship.  No money or
property of the state shall be given or appropriated for the
benefit of any sectarian or religious society or institution.”)

Tennessee:

Tenn. Const. art. 1, § 3 (“That all men have a natural and
indefeasible right to worship Almighty God according to the
dictates of their own conscience; that no man can of right be
compelled to attend, erect, or support any place of worship,
or to maintain any minister against his consent; that no hu-
man authority can, in any case whatever, control or interfere
with the rights of conscience; and that no preference shall
ever be given, by law, to any religious establishment or
mode of worship.”);

Texas:

Tex. Const. preamble (“Humbly invoking the blessings of
Almighty God, the people of the State of Texas, do ordain
and establish this Constitution.”);

Tex. Const. art. 1, § 6 (“All men have a natural and inde-
feasible right to worship Almighty God according to the
dictates of their own consciences.  No man shall be compelled
to attend, erect or support any place of worship, or to main-
tain any ministry against his consent. No human authority
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ought, in any case whatever, to control or interfere with the
rights of conscience in matters of religion, and no preference
shall ever be given by law to any religious society or mode of
worship.  But it shall be the duty of the Legislature to pass
such laws as may be necessary to protect equally every
religious denomination in the peaceable enjoyment of its own
mode of public worship.”);

Utah:

Utah Const. preamble (“Grateful to Almighty God for life
and liberty, we, the people of Utah, in order to secure and
perpetuate the principles of free government, do ordain and
establish this CONSTITUTION.”)

Vermont:

Vt. Const. ch. 1, art. 3 (“That all persons have a natural
and unalienable right, to worship Almighty God, according to
the dictates of their own consciences and understandings, as
in their opinion shall be regulated by the word of God; and
that no person ought to, or of right can be compelled to
attend any religious worship, or erect or support any place of
worship, or maintain any minister, contrary to the dictates
of conscience, nor can any person be justly deprived or
abridged of any civil right as a citizen, on account of religious
sentiments, or peculia[r] mode of religious worship; and that
no authority can, or ought to be vested in, or assumed by,
any power whatever, that shall in any case interfere with, or
in any manner control the rights of conscience, in the free
exercise of religious worship.  Nevertheless, every sect or
denomination of christians ought to observe the sabbath or
Lord’s day, and keep up some sort of religious worship,
which to them shall seem most agreeable to the revealed will
of God.”);
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Virginia:

Va. Const. art. 1, § 16 (“That religion or the duty which we
owe our Creator, and the manner of discharging it, can be
directed only by reason and conviction, not by force or vio-
lence; and, therefore, all men are equally entitled to the free
exercise of religion, according to the dictates of conscience;
and that it is the mutual duty of all to practice Christian
forbearance, love, and charity towards each other.  No man
shall be compelled to frequent or support any religious wor-
ship, place, or ministry whatsoever, nor shall be enforced,
restrained, molested, or burthened in his body or goods, nor
shall otherwise suffer on account of his religious opinions or
belief; but all men shall be free to profess and by argument
to maintain their opinions in matters of religion, and the
same shall in nowise diminish, enlarge, or affect their civil
capacities.  And the General Assembly shall not prescribe
any religious test whatever, or confer any peculiar privileges
or advantages on any sect or denomination, or pass any law
requiring or authorizing any religious society, or the people
of any district within this Commonwealth, to levy on them-
selves or others, any tax for the erection or repair of any
house of public worship, or for the support of any church or
ministry; but it shall be left free to every person to select his
religious instructor, and to make for his support such private
contract as he shall please.”)

Washington:

Wash. Const. preamble (“We, the people of the State of
Washington, grateful to the Supreme Ruler of the Universe
for our liberties, do ordain this constitution.”)

West Virginia:

W.V. Const. preamble (“Since through Divine Providence
we enjoy the blessings of civil, political and religious liberty,
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we, the people of West Virginia, in and through the
provisions of this Constitution, reaffirm our faith in and
constant reliance upon God and seek diligently to promote,
preserve and perpetuate good government in the State of
West Virginia for the common welfare, freedom and security
of ourselves and our posterity.”)

Wisconsin:

Wis. Const. preamble (“We, the people of Wisconsin,
grateful to Almighty God for our freedom, in order to secure
its blessings, form a more perfect government, insure
domestic tranquility and promote the general welfare, do
establish this constitution.”);

Wis. Const. art. 1, § 18 (“The right of every person to
worship Almighty God according to the dictates of con-
science shall never be infringed; nor shall any person be com-
pelled to attend, erect or support any place of worship, or to
maintain any ministry, without consent; nor shall any control
of, or interference with, the rights of conscience be per-
mitted, or any preference be given by law to any religious
establishments or modes of worship; nor shall any money be
drawn from the treasury for the benefit of religious societies,
or religious or theological seminaries.”)

Wyoming:

Wyo. Const. preamble (“We, the people of the State of
Wyoming, grateful to God for our civil, political and religious
liberties, and desiring to secure them to ourselves and per-
petuate them to our posterity, do ordain and establish this
Constitution.”)


